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tops them all.” 


skyhigh with Grand Funk 
Railroad but now comes 
this man called Elton 
John with a first-rate 
backing group playing 
loving music and people 
Sre getting out of their 
Slumber and saying, hey 
this is fun. I’m just 
knocked-out.” 

How Elton keeps going 
Seems to be another 
Spectacular feat about 
the current tour. His 
Snergy seems un- 
bounded. His friends say 
America is what Elton is 
Sbout, constant life, 
Sonstant movement with 
Beople and more people 
Sverywhere. 

“Some stars have no 
Sne in their dressing 
Foom. They kick every- 
©ne out. They're nervous 

ecks before the gig. 
Shon seems to have no 

‘orries or problems, no 
'sing up valuable nervous 
Snergy on ego trips. In 
New York the other day at 
the Forum, everyone 
SSemed to be pushing in 
®nq talking away in the 
Gressing room. There 
Was Eiton calmly undress- 

& and getting his gear 
t ._ straightening this and 
phat and then running on 
S ear shattering ap- 
wause. “ Audiences seem 
= have pretty much a 


country and we've got 
Alice Cooper but | even 
feel like saying this guy 
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wide age-range. It has 
something doubtless to 
do with the US set-up 
where in the space of a 
few miles the audience 
can change. 

‘Generally | guess, 
they've been 16 upwards 
and to a large extent 
white audiences. They've 


all been ecstatic with lots 
of leaping on the seats at 
the end, though as soon 
as he arrives they get up 
on their feet and shout 
welcome. ” 

One of the best 
reactions on the current 
tour has been at the 
hardest place of them all, 
Madison Square Garden. 

“Elton was ‘just great 
there. He sort of sussed 
the mood and pace of the 
place and got them really 
strong. | tell you one of 


parties 
a boeing on 
Stateside stormer 


the fantastic things there 
was, and it’s been copied 
now elsewhere, when 
they wanted an encore at 
the end and another one 
and so on the kids leapt 
up and lit matches and 
there you had the place in 
darkness with all these 
thousands of matches. 


Guess it was a bit 
dangerous but it sure 
made an unbelievable 
sight. 

“Talking about encores 
he usually does Crocodile 
Rock, Saturday Night and 
then Honky Tonk Wom- 
an. He’s been putting on 
a show of one hour fifty 
five minutes. 

“Boston Gardens, New 
York was fantastic for 
Stevie Wonder’s first 
appearance on stage 
since his accident. Elton | 


and 


Elton’s 


has a private Boeing to 
get him everywhere inthe 
States and he had this 
sent to fly Stevie down 
for the concert. 

“Stevie wanted to 
come up and jam on 
Honky Tonk Woman but 
there were some against 
him doing it but he 


ignored them and he 
went and as you guess 
the astounded crowd 
went wild!"’ 

This isn’t Elton’s first 
time in the States, it’s the 
third with the group. 
Each time their popularity 
seems to grow and record 
sales shoot up. 

Talking retords for a 
moment before retuming 
to the tour, Elton’s 2-LP 
package Goodbye Yellow 
Brick Road was unveiled 
to the world a week or so 


back via a super closed 
circuit New York-to-Los 
Angeles telecast press 
party. About 50 or 60 
radio and press execu- 
tives were on hand at 
both venues. 

“Gus Dudgeon with 
Rocket records president 
John Reid, directed the 
show in Los Angeles 
whilst Bernie Taupin, 
Elton’s lyricist, guided the 
people in New York. In 
the two places the 
executives got to hear a 
preview of five tunes 
from the album. When 
everything was over came 
the big, big surprise for 
everyone for Elton John 
and the band walked out 
from behind the screen. 

“Elton hasn't been 
playing too much from 
the album as yet. He has- 
played Yeliow Brick Road 
and All The Girls Love 
Alice.’ 

The initial reactions to 


the double record set 
have been sensational. It 
looks like being a 


monster and should go 
rushing up the 200 album 
chart. 


“Elton has, of course, 
been making lots of 
money and spending it 
too. There are plenty of 
costs to bear, the plane 
for one thing. He’s been 
staying at some of the 
most sumptuous places 
and the other day gave a 
mammoth party attended 
by almost anyone in the 
business you canname. 

“You know he loves the 
glamour but he isn’t 
blowing out. He’s got 
enough to go on being 
comfortable! 


“4 don’t think Elton is 
One of these guys to want 
police protection. On 
Occasions it’s been 
needed though on some 
concerts he has received 
it whether he wants it or 
not. There was protec- 
tion in Hollywood. 


“Talking about in- 
cidents they've been 
relatively few though | 
think it was the Nassau, 
Long Island, New York 
concert when his road 
manager fell off the stage 
and cut himself quite 
badly and since Elton 
doesn’t take a doctor 
with im the manager had 
to be flown to hospital. 


._ “The radio stations 
have been playing Elton’s 
music before he moves 
into a town, though some 
People have been sur- 
prised more promotion 
this way hasn't been 
done. Elton, of course, 
simply laps up American 
radio. He seems to have 
heard and read everything 


_ where I've been then it 


that’s happening. The 
guy is always ahead of 
people. P 
“lve been round with 
Elton on tour in Britain 
but there’s something 


different over here. It’s 
hard to pin-point what it 
is. | think in a way it has 
to do with our jet-pace, 
rushing around society. 
Elton’s music seems to 
often generate the same 
kind of power. 


“They say the lights 
never go out this way and 
watching Elton charging 
round, on stage and off is 
to be confronted by a 
human power station 
who never flags and stops 
still seemingly for one 
minute. | don’t know 
how long the guy can 
keep it up but for the 
moment we’re all people 
who gain from it. 


“America can be the 


various time zones and 
long, long distances. 
That is of course why 
Elton flies though it 
means he misses some of 
the country. The only 
place he’s done any car 
driving has been on the 
East Coast where some of 
the gigs have been close 
to each other. 


“Tl suppose if | had to 
pick the big moments out 
of this tour and the places 


must be the West Coast. 
These days it all happens 
or the big scene is found 
in Los Angeles and 
Hollywood. It was in 
Hollywood where the 
monster party was held. 
It cost around 60,000 
dollars and that’s not bad 
going. Among the 
guests, when I said the 
musical world was there, 
were Carly and James 
Taylor, Carole King, 
Dusty Springfield, Robbie 
Robertson and Britt 
Ekland. 


“No doubt about it, 
Elton John is hitting this 
country big. “’ 

Ah, well, even if Elton 
isn't around these shores 


Tony 
Jasper 


